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The Engineer’s Cab: Tim Nixon

 This newsletter will be a combined May/June issue, since David’s busy schedule for 
June doesn’t allow him enough time to get out a newsletter next month.  Since we’re in the 
“less active” summer month, missing an issue of the newsletter isn’t a major concern; hope-
fully we can cover all the important news in this issue or it can wait for the July issue, and if 
not we can always send an email.
 Before looking ahead to upcoming events, I want to thank Lauren and Eric for provid-
ing us with something completely different at the April show last month.  For those of you 
who missed it, our layout was a figure-8, with two separate pits and the yard in the middle.  
There were two separate loops, a small loop closest to the back wall and a big loop toward 
the middle of the hall.  The red line went around the outside of both loops, and each loop had 
individual yellow & blue lines.  It was possible to switch between loops in the yard, and sev-
eral people did so during the show.  Paul Diley even went so far as to run a smaller version of 
his N&W coal train through all 5 loops (small blue, small yellow, red, big yellow, big blue) and 
back during one run sessions.  People had to stay on their toes, since all three of the big loop 
lines shared the 3 red line tracks through the yard; if you didn’t pay attention it was easy to 
get a cornfield meet!  You also had to watch your switches, since if the last engineer forgot to 
reset a switch after he went though, you could wind up going somewhere you hadn’t intend-
ed to.  We learned some lessons on set-up and operations at this show, and hopefully it will 
be even better the next time!
 Next on the schedule is the N-Scale Convention in Pittsburgh at the end of June, for 
those making the pilgrimage to the confluence of the Three Rivers.   Alan Del Gaudio is coor-
dinating the BANTRAK section of the convention layout and Skip 
Hayes is our NSE contact.  Layout set-up is Thursday, June 22nd 
for those bringing modules.
 Paul Diley is coordinating this year’s raffle layout.  The 
goal is to have this layout finished in time to sell tickets at the 
October Scale Show, which means we’ll need to have several 
work sessions over the next couple of months.  If you can help 
out, let Paul know.  Look for emails from Paul with dates and 
times for work sessions.
 The May meeting will take place at Arthur Boyd’s home, 
2604 Queen Anne Rd., Baltimore MD, on Sunday, May 21st at 
2 PM.  The June meeting will be on Saturday, June 17th at the 
Timonium Fairgrounds, with the exact meeting point TBD.
Enjoy the Summer!
Tim Nixon
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La Milla de Mayo GBurg: Leon Sorge

Editor’s Note: David Betz

  I will be traveling for a good portion of June and therefore this is your combined 
May / June issue. The normal every month rotation will resume in July. This means that you 
have six weeks to get your articles ready and send them my way. Don’t be shy, share your 
knowledge, experience and talents with the rest of the club.  
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T-Trak Update / Editorial: Chris Hyland

  It has been an interesting half-decade 
since I started this column (wow). Some 
people don’t even hold jobs for that long. 
Four editors ago, under the suggestion of the 
President and editor of the club’s newsletter, 
Eric Payne suggested that besides doing the 
after action reports (AARs) that had seemed 
to grow like kudzu in good bottom land soil, 
that T-Trak needed something more. An article 
every month that would highlight T-Trak and 
what it was up to. 
 At that time I was doing most of the 
AARs using them as a way to drum up busi-
ness for our fledgling division. By doing these 
I hoped that in a half a page or so, not only 
would T-Trak have a record of what had it been 
up to and what our current calendar was, but 
also showing that T-Trak was real model rail-
roading and lots of fun as well. So off I was to 
a keyboard and I realized what T-Trak needed 
the most was a monthly article that let every-
one know what the pulse of T-Trak was. This 
way T-Trak could grow and have its own voice 
that was spoken by actual T-Trakers. 
 T-Trak certainly has grown, the T-Trak 
Division has been everywhere, and tried 
everything. At this point we are doing about 
40 events a year. Add to this we are always 
pushing the envelope of what T-Trak can do. 
Whether that would be inside corners, super 
corners, or subway modules. We’ve done lay-
outs that fit on two, six-foot tables with three 
foot of work area in the pit. It is an experience 
and no two events are the same. Above it all 
we always try to keep it fun, like the Bedford, 
now Altoona Beach Party. 
 For a while it seemed that this newslet-
ter was turning into a T-Trak focused newslet-
ter. Pages filled full of AAR, dates, and your 
author’s own humble thoughts. At times there 
was more T-Trak in the newsletter than any-
thing else. Thankfully this has changed and 
more N-Trak oriented material has started to 

appear on the pages of the BANTRAK newslet-
ter. 
 At this point several others and I have 
decided that it is best to fly on our own. So 
for all you T-Trakers and other groupies of 
this column, and its Walter Winchell school of 
journalism, we are proud to announce that we 
are setting up shop at: MDTTRAK.COM
 It will keep T-Trak’s torch burning 
bright. It will have as CBS says, “All that, and 
all that matters”. Where it goes, who knows. It 
will have calendars, AARs, layout ideas, pic-
tures, cool stuff. Even better, brighter things 
with T-Trak as we continue to go out there and 
show the world, not just N scale, but how cool 
T-Trak is really is. Maryland T-Trak will be that 
voice, and let’s face it, we all like to be in the 
cool crowd anyway.
 So I shall leave you all with the words 
of Dame Vera Lynn; “Keep smiling through, 
just like you always do, Til the blue skies clear 
the dark clouds, far away. And won’t you 
please say hello to all the folks that I know, Tell 
them I won’t be long,
They’ll be happy to know that as you saw me 
go, I was singing this song
We’ll meet again, don’t know where don’t 
know when 
But I hope we meet again some sunny 
day!!!!!!”

See you at the shows and Maryland T-Trak 
-Chris “Red Button” Hyland
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Timonium Setup: 
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Eight layouts, One City Block: Ryan Jones

 During a recent business trip to 
Hagerstown, I decide to delay the return trip 
in favor of touring the local railroading attrac-
tions.  Within one city block are two museums, 
8 model layouts and an extremely active CSX 
yard.

 The Hagerstown Railroad Museum 
was a small but artifact-filled historic building 
sitting directly beside the CSX yard office. They 
have 2 & 3 rail O scale layouts an a HO scale 
scenic layout that was donated to them by the 
Gaithersburg Model Railroad Club. They even 
replicated the above historical photo as part of 
the layout. 

  
  
  
  
  
 The 1:1 scale diesels outside were win-
ning the battle in my ADD brain so after seeing 
my $5 worth I headed outside for some train 
spotting.  And CSX didn’t disappoint.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The CSX yard master had a pair of ES44DC’s 
(5358 & 5483) and SD-40-3 (4001) shunting a 
train together.  They are in the back right of 
the above picture.  Talk about overkill!  That 
crew was going backwards and forwards for 
over an hour and a half.
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Eight layouts, One City Block: Ryan Jones

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Two buildings away was “The Train 
Room”.  A local hobby shop that had a seri-
ous love affair with Lionel. The store front 
was close to 90% O and G scale with a small 
area of HO (mostly Bachmann Thomas and 
Friends) and display case of N and Z. Their N 
prices were higher than Klein’s but that could 
be explained by the Lionel museum behind 
the check-out wal

 

Close to half of the store’s square footage 
was devoted to the vintage Lionel.  If the box 
had Lionel printed on i…they had one.  
 

 I even found radio headsets from 
World War II that were used by bomber 
crews and a dissection kit.  Who knew Lionel 
made that stuff? I found a Bachmann CSX 
caboose whose price didn’t make me feel too 
guilty so I headed off to dinner.
 Dinner was a wonderful lasagna at the 
Railroad Junction Family Restaurant.  Sadly, 
there were no windows in this restaurant but 
I was so close to the CSX yard that I could 
hear and feel the rumble from the same con-
sist of ES44DC’s / SD-40-3 that I mentioned 
earlier.   I’ll bet the engineer wishes his con-
sist was on a remote instead have having to 
sit in the cab.

Ryan
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New Modules: Eric Payne

National Train Show: 

Orange County Convention Center
August 4 - 6, 2017
9800 International Drive
Orlando, FL 32819

Friday, August 4, 2017       12:00 Noon – 6:00 PM
Saturday, August 4, 2017   10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
Sunday, August 6, 2017      10:00 AM – 5:00 PM

NTS Website: www.nationaltrainshow.org

 At the April show a group of us 
bought 7 module blanks that were “too good 
to pass up”.  The three wyes and four 30 
degree curves were purchased with the intent 
to expand our one-trak design capabilities and 
donate to the Club.
 The modules have been sealed with 
Killz primer and more discussion is needed on 
final track plans to allow for maximum flexibil-
ity.
 Martin has one wye and one curved 
section to make plywood templates if needed 
in the future.  The others are stored at my 
house.  Ultimately the should be stored in the 
trailer.
  The donors are:
Eric Payne                              Paul Diley
David Betz                             Matt Guey-Lee
Martin Myers
Lauren Baker
Jack Walsh
Tim Nixon

http://www.nationaltrainshow.org
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Train Spotting: Ed Kapuscinski

BANTRAK Membership: Al Palewicz

 BANTRAK does a significant amount of 
charitable activity, although we rarely think 
of it that way because we get pleasure out 
of it. When you think about it, that is as it 
should be with all giving from the heart.
 What is our charitable activity? Our 
major participation is in the B&O Museum’s 
(which is a charitable organization) Annual 
Festival of Trains. Our display has been a ma-
jor draw for people to come to the Museum 
for many years, both recent and in the past.  
There are plenty more examples, this is just 
one.
 Please contact  Treasurer Alan Del 
Gaudio for more information regarding your 
membership status and roster questions or 
contact Al Palewicz with general questions.

Member Benefits:
•  Sharing of your 

knowledge (rail-
roading & model-
ing) with others of 
similar interests

•  Access to railroad-
ing and modeling 
knowledge of other 
members

•  National exposure 
and recognition of 
your endeavors in 
modeling     

•  Hands on activi-
ties: Club modules 
- track, wiring and 
scenery.  Raffle 
layout - track and 
scenery  Members’ 
layouts 

•  Recognition as 
being part of a 
Nationally known 
club.

Delaware Lackawanna’s PT-98

mailto:aland2g%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:aland2g%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:alpalewicz%40verizon.net?subject=
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BANTRAK 2017 CALENDAR

BANTRAK CALL BOARD

CLUB WORK SESSION 2017
Contact Tim Nixon, Eric Payne, Paul Diley, or Ed Kapuscinski for work session information.

BANTRAK was founded in 1983 as the Greater Baltimore N-Scale Associates. Begun as a “round 
robin” group to share skills and experiences, we have expanded our focus to include participa-
tion in many diverse activities to promote model railroading in general and N-Scale model rail-
roading in particular. Activities include participation in local, regional and national shows, meets 
and conventions. BANTRAK membership includes membership in the national NTRAK organiza-
tion.
 
The BANTRAK Newsletter is the official publication of Baltimore Area N-TRAK (BANTRAK), Inc. 
This is your newsletter! Please send articles, photos, and suggestions to newsletter@bantrak.net
Editor: David Betz

Date Event Location Contact Type
May 21st Club Meeting Arthur Boyd’s house Tim Nixon Meeting

June 3rd Gaithersburg Show Gaithersburg Fairgrounds Chris Hyland T-Trak

June 17th&18th Great Scale show Timonium Fairgrounds Chris Hyland T-Trak

June 17th Club Meeting Timonium Fairgrounds Tim Nixon Meeting 

June 21st-25th National N Scale 
Convention

Pittsburgh PA Alan del Gaudio Show

August 18-20th N-Scale Weekend Altoona PA TBD Show

mailto:newsletter%40bantrak.net?subject=

