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The Engineer’s Cab
Eric Payne
Greetings,
And say hello to February! The GSMTS last weekend was coordinated by Martin Myers and set up, operations and break down
went well. Thank you for everyone for helping out. and be sure to check out his summary! Speaking of Shows, there is a single‐
day event on Sunday, February 12 in Bowie, Maryland. It will be a T‐Trak set‐up and Jeff Peck is the coordinator. Trains start run‐
ning at 10 and break down is late afternoon‐ish. Come on out this Sunday and enjoy N‐Scale.
January’s meeting included some nice Show & Tell items (Dave Clyde T‐Trak module, John Hale scratch built building, Jack Walsh
oversize/custom PRR flat car load), a trend we are hoping to continue. Showing off your modeling skills and accomplishments, as
well as any recent purchases, insight or questions are encouraged.
Festival of Trains wrap‐ups and February previews were followed by a
brief discussion of Club business items. Topics included a 2011 calen‐
dar review and a 2012 calendar planning session.
February agenda items include Show & Tell (bring out those “gem’s”
you found at the Show), Show wrap‐up’s/previews and Club Business
(review of Club Policies & Procedures for all Members). Al Del Gaudio is
hosting the meeting (see roster for address) and be sure to arrive early
or plan to stay late and enjoy his multi‐scale (HO/N) layout.
Current immediate Club needs include an April Show coordinator (and
co‐coordinator) and a June Meeting host. Committee members are
needed for the Club Car project (contact Bob Mohr) and the Club Trailer
project (speak up at the next Club meeting). If you aren’t already in‐
volved with a Club project or Show, please help out and assist if you
can. More hands = less work.
Club Due’s Invoices were sent out and this is a reminder that any ques‐
tions regarding dues should be directed to Treasurer, Tim Nixon.
2012 is shaping up nicely (see calendar on the last page) and should
include a major purchase (trailer) an increase in smaller events (T‐Trak)
as well as a vote for 2nd VP, a Club Car purchase, a Club Sponsored
Module Upgrade project (to be discussed) and a continued sharing of
Club Roles & Responsibilities. Stay tuned and remember, “Keep It Fun”.
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Next meeting…
Sunday, February 19th, 2012
2pm ‐ 5pm
Host: Al DelGaudio
(see roster for directions)

Eric
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Great Scale Model Train Show: February Summary
Martin Myers

Set up on Friday went well. Skip and crew started at noon.
After a late start by yours truly, the layout plan was delivered
shortly after. We had a couple of extra modules and expanded
the layout a couple of feet each way. Layout was up and tested
by 5:30.
Saturday operations started without any major glitches. Couple
of submarined rail joiners and a hump or two were quickly cor‐
rected. Show attendance was heavy most of the day.
Sunday started slow but attendance picked up by late morning.
The weather cooperated and we dodged that bullet.
Sunday tear down started at 3:30. We were torn down and
leaving for home at 4:40. That may be a record for us. Thanks
to every one who helped with set up and teardown as well as
all who ran trains for the weekend.
Here’s some pictures (courtesy Tim Nixon)

Martin
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NMRA Mini‐Con: Preview (03/12)
Al Del Gaudio / ???

BANTRAK has been asked to provide a display for the NMRA
[National Model Railroad Association] mini‐convention in Co‐
lumbia MD on March 31.
This is a joint convention with the Potomac and Chesapeake
Divisions. For those of you somewhat unfamiliar, the NMRA is
about modeling, standards and information flow, more so than
operations.
I'm the coordinator. I'm looking for a second coordinator.
We have a total space of 12 feet x 40 feet (Two years ago we
did this in a 12 x 22 layout ). I'd like to do this as an N‐Trak and
T‐Trak layout with about 12 x 26/28 of NT and nice sized TT
layout.
Previously, the participating clubs were able to set up for 2‐2‐
1/2 hours Friday night.
We are checking on that. Set up could be at 7 pm depending
upon the bible school activities
The location is at the Baptist Church in Columbia just 1 mile off
the intersection of Routes 32 and 29 [west of I‐95 by 2‐3 miles]
If we can use the 2 reversible club corners, we can do 12 x 23
with these, but 2 more 4‐footers would be great to get us to 27
feet. or perhaps we can go to 31 feet, which would be 4 more
4‐footers.
More updates to be discussed at the February and March
meetings.

Al

This Show still needs a Co‐Coordinator.
If interested, contact Al.
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Building a Model RR: 1 Foot at a Time
Dave & Denise Clyde

As you all know, Denise and I have been dabbling with T‐Trak.
During a recent meeting, Cliff mentioned that a Clementine
crate makes a good T‐Trak module. With that being said, I gave
it a shot and determined that Cliff was right, they do make
pretty decent modules.
I thought it might be a good idea to document the process that
I use so that others may benefit. So, here is a link to the page
on our website. You can also get there by going to our website
(http://trains.davidclyde.com) and clicking on “How I Do Stuff”.
As they say: There’s more than one way to skin a cat… This is
my way of skinning the cat. Feel free to use any part of my
technique that suites your needs.
The following is a list of materials and are generally available at
Home Depot. The foam core is available at Michaels:
‐ Clementine crate.
‐ Approximately 3' of 3/4" X 1/2" wood strip.
‐ 16 ‐ #4 wood screws.
‐ 4 ‐ #8‐32 Tee nuts.
‐ 4 ‐ #8‐32 1 1/2" bolts.
‐ 4 ‐ #8‐32 nuts.
‐ Wood glue (Gorilla Wood Glue).
‐ Flat Black spray paint.
‐ Foam core poster board (12 1/8" X 9" minimum).

As you can see, it is not difficult to repurpose a used
Clementine crate to a T‐Trak module.
I would like to stress that we have historically been N‐Trak only
modelers. It was by fluke that we tried messing around with T‐
Trak. It has turned out to be quite fun and is an addicting part
of the hobby.
Anyway, please feel free to ask questions at the next Club
meeting or next time you see us! Just remember that playing
with trains is suppose to be fun.

Dave & Denise
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News & Notable: 2012 NMRA Convention (77th Annual)

We are The Grand Rapids Model Railroad Historical Society, established in 1992. We currently reside in a beautiful Crafts‐
man Style structure built by the state of Michigan in 1914 as a fish hatchery. We acquired the building in 1994 and in
1996 began constructing our version of the Pere Marquette Ry. System circa 1945.
We are joined by a group of dedicated modelers from all across Michigan in our quest to bring you a convention you will
remember fondly for years to come.
There are many levels and areas of talent on our team and with this blend we will strive to provide you with the most en‐
joyable experience you can have at an NMRA National Convention.
We believe that the number of great layouts we have in a concentrated area is only one of the many reasons that Grand
Rails 2012 will be more than just another National Convention. Visit us online at www.gr2012.org.

News & Notable: 2012 N Scale Convention (20th Annual)

Visit us online at www.NationalNScaleConvention.com
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New & Notable: Bantrak.org
Dave Clyde, Webmaster

Email the webmaster today !!!

During the past 4‐6 weeks, new
updates have been made to the
website. I’d like to pass along a
brief note of each.

Dave
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Have an idea for
new/updated web
content?

Contact the
Webmaster with
your ideas!

New & Notable: Membership
Al Palewicz, Membership
BANTRAK is a division of N‐Trak. Be sure to check out the latest N‐Trak newsletter !
To view the January/February N‐TRAK newsletter, click here
(www.ntrak.org/Newsletter/NL‐JF12Clr‐Opt.pdf)

Please contact Treasurer Tim Nixon for more information on your membership status and roster questions
or Membership Guru Al Palewicz with general questions.
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DCC Corner: Case Studies

Email the editor and suggest a DCC topic !!!

Check out the new Case Study page on the Digitrax website

Get Digitrax Email Updates
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Email the editor and recommend a site !!!

Website of the Month: Great Lakes Models

Great Lakes Models is a small, husband/wife outfit
based in Wisconsin. They specialize in high quality
products and accessories for the hobby industry. They offer detail
parts for all scales.
Visit them online www.GreatLakesModels.com

BANTRAK: 30th Anniversary Club Car

Any club members with ideas or thoughts about the project should send me an email so that these may be taken into
account prior to a proposal presentation to the membership.
Current sentiment is to go with a Fox Valley wagon top boxcar a la B&O. Nothing is decided and the committee has not met.

All interested parties are welcome to contribute. Target release would be Christmas season 2012. This would be slightly prior
to the thirtieth anniversary of the first club meeting in January 1983.
If you can assist or are interested in volunteering to be on the committee, please contact Bob Mohr at a Club Meeting or
Show.
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BANTRAK: Company Store

Baltimore Area N‐Trak presents a special run of a 40' stan‐
dard box car with a single Youngstown door. Road #466008
has the B&O logo, and road #52008 has the BANTRAK logo.
We are pleased to commemorate our 25 years in modular
N‐scale railroading by offering this commemorative two‐
pack.

For more information contact treasurer@bantrak.net

List Priced at $69.95 (plus shipping and handling).

Baltimore Area N‐Trak currently has a limited supply of the
20th Anniversary Car Set.
Presented in prototypical fashion, the commemorative set
consists of the 1983‐2003 two‐car set presented on tradi‐
tional brown boxcars featuring the Baltimore Belt Line herald
in white.
List Priced at $35 (plus shipping and handling).

Gray t‐shirts with pocket having a full color BANTRAK
logo on the back and a single color (green) logo on the
front above the pocket.
Prices are:
Large
$12.25
X‐Large
$12.25
2X‐Large
$13.25
4X‐Large
$15.25
(plus shipping and handling)

Building a module or rescuing an old one? Get your
wire harness. It doesn’t get easier than this. Color
coded / pre‐installed power poles
included.
List Priced at $25 (plus shipping and handling).
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Bantrak: Time Machine

Got something for the
Time Machine?

Show us your old pictures!
Email the editor!

BANTRAK: Classifieds
FOR SALE: Two (2), 1‐Trak modules (being sold to make room for more trains!)

To list your classifieds, Email the editor

The modules are double tracked and feature a pair of crossovers. If you are interested, please contact Al DelGaudio.
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BANTRAK Call Board
NMRA Chesapeake Div. Group Mtg.
Coming Soon
Info Contact: Arthur Boyd
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Info Contact: Tim Nixon

This is a listing of all N‐Trak events. We have Monthly Meetings, Field Trips,
1‐Trak and T‐Trak events as well. Attend a meeting for a full list of events!!!
2/4 & 2/5

Great Scale Show

Timonium, Md

Martin Myers

3/31

NMRA MiniCon

Columbia, Md

Al DelGaudio

04/14 & 04/15

Great Scale Show

Timonium, Md

???

6/9 & 6/10

MS Challenge Walk (tentative)

Chestertown, Md

Denise Clyde

8/25 & 8/26

Bedford N Scale Weekend

Bedford, Pa

???

10/27 & 10/28

Great Scale Show

Timonium, Md

???

12/12

B&O Festival of Trains

Baltimore, Md

Dave Clyde/Jack Walsh

BANTRAK was founded in 1983 as the Greater Baltimore N‐Scale Associates. Begun as a “round robin”
group to share skills and experiences, we have expanded our focus to include participation in many diverse
activities to promote model railroading in general and N‐Scale model railroading in particular. Activities
include participation in local, regional and national shows, meets and conventions. BANTRAK membership
includes membership in the national NTRAK organization.
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Editor: Eric Payne

BANTRAK 2012 Calendar

This is your newsletter! Please send articles, photos, and suggestions to newsletter@bantrak.net.

Springfield 2013
January 26th & 27th
Info Contact: Eric Payne
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The BANTRAK Newsletter is the official publication of the Baltimore Area N‐TRAK organization.

Email the editor with your info !!!

(Activities & Events of BANTRAK Club Members)

